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Storage virtualization

Storage virtualization overview

You use storage virtual machines (SVMs) to serve data to clients and hosts. Like a virtual

machine running on a hypervisor, an SVM is a logical entity that abstracts physical

resources. Data accessed through the SVM isn’t bound to a location in storage. Network

access to the SVM isn’t bound to a physical port.

SVMs were formerly called "vservers." The ONTAP command line interface still uses the term

"vserver".

An SVM serves data to clients and hosts from one or more volumes, through one or more network logical

interfaces (LIFs). Volumes can be assigned to any data aggregate in the cluster. LIFs can be hosted by any

physical or logical port. Both volumes and LIFs can be moved without disrupting data service, whether you are

performing hardware upgrades, adding nodes, balancing performance, or optimizing capacity across

aggregates.

The same SVM can have a LIF for NAS traffic and a LIF for SAN traffic. Clients and hosts need only the

address of the LIF (IP address for NFS, SMB, or iSCSI; WWPN for FC) to access the SVM. LIFs keep their

addresses as they move. Ports can host multiple LIFs. Each SVM has its own security, administration, and

namespace.

In addition to data SVMs, ONTAP deploys special SVMs for administration:

• An admin SVM is created when the cluster is set up.

• A node SVM is created when a node joins a new or existing cluster.

• A system SVM is automatically created for cluster-level communications in an IPspace.

You cannot use these SVMs to serve data. There are also special LIFs for traffic within and between clusters,

and for cluster and node management.

Why ONTAP is like middleware

The logical objects ONTAP uses for storage management tasks serve the familiar goals of a well-designed

middleware package: shielding the administrator from low-level implementation details and insulating the

configuration from changes in physical characteristics like nodes and ports. The basic idea is that the

administrator should be able to move volumes and LIFs easily, reconfiguring a few fields rather than the entire

storage infrastructure.

SVM use cases

Service providers use SVMs in secure multitenancy arrangements to isolate each

tenant’s data, to provide each tenant with its own authentication and administration, and

to simplify chargeback. You can assign multiple LIFs to the same SVM to satisfy different

customer needs, and you can use QoS to protect against tenant workloads “bullying” the

workloads of other tenants.

Administrators use SVMs for similar purposes in the enterprise. You might want to segregate data from
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different departments, or keep storage volumes accessed by hosts in one SVM and user share volumes in

another. Some administrators put iSCSI/FC LUNs and NFS datastores in one SVM and SMB shares in

another.

Cluster and SVM administration

A cluster administrator accesses the admin SVM for the cluster. The admin SVM and a

cluster administrator with the reserved name admin are automatically created when the

cluster is set up.

A cluster administrator with the default admin role can administer the entire cluster and its resources. The

cluster administrator can create additional cluster administrators with different roles as needed.

An SVM administrator accesses a data SVM. The cluster administrator creates data SVMs and SVM

administrators as needed.

SVM administrators are assigned the vsadmin role by default. The cluster administrator can assign different

roles to SVM administrators as needed.
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Role-Based Access Control (RBAC)

The role assigned to an administrator determines the commands to which the administrator has access. You

assign the role when you create the account for the administrator. You can assign a different role or define

custom roles as needed.

Namespaces and junction points

A NAS namespace is a logical grouping of volumes joined together at junction points to

create a single file system hierarchy. A client with sufficient permissions can access files

in the namespace without specifying the location of the files in storage. Junctioned

volumes can reside anywhere in the cluster.

Rather than mounting every volume containing a file of interest, NAS clients mount an NFS export or access

an SMB share. The export or share represents the entire namespace or an intermediate location within the

namespace. The client accesses only the volumes mounted below its access point.

You can add volumes to the namespace as needed. You can create junction points directly below a parent

volume junction or on a directory within a volume. A path to a volume junction for a volume named “vol3” might

be /vol1/vol2/vol3, or /vol1/dir2/vol3, or even /dir1/dir2/vol3. The path is called the junction

path.

Every SVM has a unique namespace. The SVM root volume is the entry point to the namespace hierarchy.

To ensure that data remains available in the event of a node outage or failover, you should

create a load-sharing mirror copy for the SVM root volume.
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Example

The following example creates a volume named “home4” located on SVM vs1 that has a junction path

/eng/home:

cluster1::> volume create -vserver vs1 -volume home4 -aggregate aggr1

-size 1g -junction-path /eng/home

[Job 1642] Job succeeded: Successful
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