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Use basic options in the Element software UI

The NetApp Element software web user interface (Element UI) enables you to monitor

and perform common tasks on your SolidFire system.

Basic options include viewing API commands activated by UI activity and providing feedback.

• View API activity

• Icons in the Element interface

• Provide feedback

For more information

• SolidFire and Element Software Documentation

• NetApp Element Plug-in for vCenter Server

View API activity

The Element system uses the NetApp Element API as the foundation for its features and

functionality. The Element UI enables you to view various types of real-time API activity

on the system as you use the interface. With the API log, you can view user-initiated and

background system API activity, as well as API calls made on the page you are currently

viewing.

You can use the API log to identify what API methods are used for certain tasks, and see how to use the API

methods and objects to build custom applications.

For information about each method, see Element Software API reference.

1. From the Element UI navigation bar, click API Log.

2. To modify the type of API activity displayed in the API Log window, perform the following steps:

a. Select Requests to display API request traffic.

b. Select Responses to display API response traffic.

c. Filter the types of API traffic by selecting one of the following:

▪ User Initiated: API traffic by your activities during this web UI session.

▪ Background Polling: API traffic generated by background system activity.

▪ Current Page: API traffic generated by tasks on the page you are currently viewing.

Find more information

• Managing storage with the Element API

• SolidFire and Element Software Documentation

• NetApp Element Plug-in for vCenter Server
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Interface refresh rate impacted by cluster load

Depending on API response times, the cluster might automatically adjust the data refresh

interval for certain portions of the NetApp Element software page you are viewing.

The refresh interval is reset to the default when you reload the page in your browser. You can see the current

refresh interval by clicking the cluster name in the upper-right of the page. Note that the interval controls how

often API requests are made, not how quickly the data comes back from the server.

When a cluster is under heavy load, it might queue API requests from the Element UI. In rare circumstances,

when system response is significantly delayed, such as a slow network connection combined with a busy

cluster, you might be logged out of the Element UI if the system does not respond to queued API requests

quickly enough. If you are redirected to the logout screen, you can log in again after dismissing any initial

browser authentication prompt. Upon returning to the overview page, you might be prompted for cluster

credentials if they are not saved by your browser.

Icons in the Element interface

The NetApp Element software interface displays icons to represent actions you can take

on system resources.

The following table provides a quick reference:

Icon Description

Actions

Backup to

Clone or copy

Delete or purge

Edit

Filter

Pair

Refresh
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Restore

Restore from

Rollback

Snapshot

Provide feedback

You can help improve the Element software web user interface and address any UI

issues by using the feedback form that is accessible throughout the UI.

1. From any page in the Element UI, click the Feedback button.

2. Enter relevant information in the Summary and Description fields.

3. Attach any helpful screenshots.

4. Enter a name and email address.

5. Select the check box to include data about your current environment.

6. Click Submit.

Find more information

• SolidFire and Element Software Documentation

• NetApp Element Plug-in for vCenter Server
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