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Planning the deployment

To ensure a successful deployment, you must consider certain system elements before

you install OnCommand Insight.

About this task

Planning your Insight deployment includes considering these system elements:

• Insight architecture

• Your network components to be monitored

• Insight installation prerequisites and server requirements

• Insight web browser requirements

Data source support information

As part of your configuration planning, you should ensure that the devices in your

environment can be monitored by Insight. To do so, you can check the Data source

support matrix for details about operating systems, specific devices, and protocols. Some

data sources might not be available on all operating systems.

Location of the most up-to-date version of the Data Source Support Matrix

The OnCommand Insight Data Source Support Matrix is updated with each service pack release. The most

current version of the document can be found at the NetApp Support Site. .

Device identification and data source planning

As part of your deployment planning, you should collect information about the devices in

your environment.

You need the following software, connectivity, and information about each device in your environment:

• IP address or hostname resolvable by the OCI server

• Login name and password

• Type of access to the device, for example, controller and management station

Read-only access will be sufficient for most devices, but some devices require administrator

permissions.

• Port connectivity to the device depending on data source port requirements

• For switches, SNMP read-only community string (user ID or password to give access to the switches)

• Any third-party software required on the device, for example, Solutions Enabler.

• See the "Vendor-specific data source reference" in the web UI Help or in the OnCommand Insight

Configuration and Administration Guide for more information on data source permissions and

requirements.
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Network traffic generated by OnCommand Insight

The network traffic that OnCommand Insight generates, the amount of processed data

traversing the network, and the load that OnCommand Insight places on devices differ

based on many factors.

The traffic, data, and load differ across environments based on the following factors:

• The raw data

• Configuration of devices

• Deployment topology of OnCommand Insight

• Different inventory and performance data source polling intervals, which can be reduced to allow for slow

devices to be discovered or bandwidth to be conserved

The raw configuration data that OnCommand Insight collects can vary significantly.

The following example illustrates how the configuration data can vary and how traffic, data, and load are

affected by many configuration factors. For example, you might have two arrays each having 1,000 disks:

• Array 1: Has 1,000 SATA disks all 1 TB in size. All 1,000 disks are in one storage pool, and there are 1,000

LUNs, all presented (mapped and masked) to the same 32 nodes in an ESX cluster.

• Array 2: Has 400 2-TB data disks, 560 600-GB FC disks, and 40 SSD. There are 3 storage pools, but 320

of the FC disks are used in traditional RAID groups. The LUNs carved on the RAID groups use a traditional

masking type (symmaskdb), while the thin provisioned, pool-based LUNs use a newer masking type

(symaccess). There are 600 LUNs presented to 150 different hosts. There are 200 BCVs (full block replica

volumes of 200 of the 600 LUNs). There are also 200 R2 volumes, remote replica volumes of volumes that

exist on an array in a different site.

These arrays each have 1,000 disks and 1,000 logical volumes. They might be physically identical in the

amount of rack space they consume in the data center, and they might even be running the same firmware, but

the second array is much more complex in its configuration than the first array.
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