
Configure default Windows user to UNIX
user mappings on the SMB server
ONTAP 9
NetApp
February 12, 2026

This PDF was generated from https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/ontap/smb-admin/configure-default-unix-
user-task.html on February 12, 2026. Always check docs.netapp.com for the latest.



Table of Contents

Configure default Windows user to UNIX user mappings on the SMB server . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1

Configure the default ONTAP SMB UNIX user . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1

Configure the guest ONTAP SMB UNIX user . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Map administrator groups to the ONTAP SMB root . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3



Configure default Windows user to UNIX user
mappings on the SMB server

Configure the default ONTAP SMB UNIX user

You can configure the default UNIX user to use if all other mapping attempts fail for a

user, or if you do not want to map individual users between UNIX and Windows.

Alternatively, if you want authentication of non-mapped users to fail, you should not

configure the default UNIX user.

About this task

By default, the name of the default UNIX user is “pcuser”, which means that, by default, user mapping to the

default UNIX user is enabled. You can specify another name to use as the default UNIX user. The name that

you specify must exist in the name service databases configured for the storage virtual machine (SVM). If this

option is set to a null string, no one can access the CIFS server as a UNIX default user. That is, each user

must have an account in the password database before they can access the CIFS server.

For a user to connect to the CIFS server using the default UNIX user account, the user must meet the following

prerequisites:

• The user is authenticated.

• The user is in the CIFS server’s local Windows user database, in the CIFS server’s home domain, or in a

trusted domain (if multidomain name mapping searches is enabled on the CIFS server).

• The user name is not explicitly mapped to a null string.

Steps

1. Configure the default UNIX user:

If you want to … Enter …

Use the default UNIX user “pcuser” vserver cifs options modify -default

-unix-user pcuser

Use another UNIX user account as the default user vserver cifs options modify -default

-unix-user user_name

Disable the default UNIX user vserver cifs options modify -default

-unix-user ""

vserver cifs options modify -default-unix-user pcuser

2. Verify that the default UNIX user is configured correctly: vserver cifs options show -vserver

vserver_name

In the following example, both the default UNIX user and the guest UNIX user on SVM vs1 are configured

to use UNIX user “pcuser”:
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vserver cifs options show -vserver vs1

Vserver: vs1

  Client Session Timeout : 900

  Default Unix Group     : -

  Default Unix User      : pcuser

  Guest Unix User        : pcuser

  Read Grants Exec       : disabled

  Read Only Delete       : disabled

  WINS Servers           : -

Configure the guest ONTAP SMB UNIX user

Configuring the guest UNIX user option means that users who log in from untrusted

domains are mapped to the guest UNIX user and can connect to the CIFS server.

Alternatively, if you want authentication of users from untrusted domains to fail, you

should not configure the guest UNIX user. The default is to not allow users from untrusted

domains to connect to the CIFS server (the guest UNIX account is not configured).

About this task

You should keep the following in mind when configuring the guest UNIX account:

• If the CIFS server cannot authenticate the user against a domain controller for the home domain or a

trusted domain or the local database and this option is enabled, the CIFS server considers the user as a

guest user and maps the user to the specified UNIX user.

• If this option is set to a null string, the guest UNIX user is disabled.

• You must create a UNIX user to use as the guest UNIX user in one of the storage virtual machine (SVM)

name service databases.

• A user logged in as a guest user is automatically is a member of the BUILTIN\guests group on the CIFS

server.

• The 'homedirs-public' option applies only to authenticated users. A user logged in as a guest user does not

have a home directory and cannot access other users' home directories.

Steps

1. Perform one of the following actions:

If you want to… Enter…

Configure the guest UNIX user vserver cifs options modify -guest

-unix-user unix_name

Disable the guest UNIX user vserver cifs options modify -guest

-unix-user ""
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vserver cifs options modify -guest-unix-user pcuser

2. Verify that the guest UNIX user is configured correctly: vserver cifs options show -vserver

vserver_name

In the following example, both the default UNIX user and the guest UNIX user on SVM vs1 are configured

to use UNIX user “pcuser”:

vserver cifs options show -vserver vs1

Vserver: vs1

  Client Session Timeout : 900

  Default Unix Group     : -

  Default Unix User      : pcuser

  Guest Unix User        : pcuser

  Read Grants Exec       : disabled

  Read Only Delete       : disabled

  WINS Servers           : -

Map administrator groups to the ONTAP SMB root

If you have only CIFS clients in your environment and your storage virtual machine (SVM)

was set up as a multiprotocol storage system, you must have at least one Windows

account that has root privilege for accessing files on the SVM; otherwise, you cannot

manage the SVM because you do not have sufficient user rights.

About this task

If your storage system was set up as NTFS-only, the /etc directory has a file-level ACL that enables the

administrators group to access the ONTAP configuration files.

Steps

1. Set the privilege level to advanced: set -privilege advanced

2. Configure the CIFS server option that maps the administrators group to root as appropriate:

If you want to… Then…

Map the administrator group members to root vserver cifs options modify -vserver

vserver_name -is-admin-users-mapped-to

-root-enabled true All accounts in the

administrators group are considered root, even if

you do not have an /etc/usermap.cfg entry

mapping the accounts to root. If you create a file

using an account that belongs to the administrators

group, the file is owned by root when you view the

file from a UNIX client.
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If you want to… Then…

Disable mapping the administrators group members

to root
vserver cifs options modify -vserver

vserver_name -is-admin-users-mapped-to

-root-enabled false Accounts in the

administrators group no longer map to root. You can

only explicitly map a single user to root.

3. Verify that the option is set to the desired value: vserver cifs options show -vserver

vserver_name

4. Return to the admin privilege level: set -privilege admin
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