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Recent changes in NetApp Workload Factory

Learn about the most recent changes to the workloads that are part of NetApp Workload

Factory.

02 February 2026

Database workloads

Improved cost savings for several database hosts on Microsoft SQL Server on-premises

The cost savings analysis for Microsoft SQL Server on-premises storage has been enhanced to provide a

consolidated storage solution for several database hosts on one FSx for ONTAP file system. This consolidation

optimizes storage costs by reducing the number of file systems required for multiple database hosts, leading to

improved cost savings.

Explore savings for detected hosts on Microsoft SQL Server on-premises

Well-architected analysis for Oracle

The well-architected analysis includes four new sub assessments for the storage configuration analysis for

Oracle: dNFS enablement, dNFS consistent IP resolution, dNFS configuration file, and dNFS nosharecache.

These assessments relate to enabling and setting up Direct NFS (dNFS) for your Oracle environment, which

bypasses the host NFS client and performs NFS file operations directly on an NFS server, improving I/O

performance and decreasing the load on the host and the storage system because I/O is performed more

efficiently.

Implement well-architected database configurations in Workload Factory

01 February 2026

Amazon FSx for NetApp ONTAP

Home page includes well-architected issues and EMS events for Storage

The NetApp Workload Factory home page includes a Focus tile where well-architected issues and FSx for

ONTAP Emergency Management System (EMS) events appear for your workloads. From there, you can

navigate to the Storage workload to view the well-architected status or the events of all FSx for ONTAP file

systems in your storage environment.

Support for on-premises data replication using an S3 access point

Workload Factory supports replicating on-premises ONTAP data to the cloud for integration with AWS GenAI,

ML, and analytics. You can replicate your on-premises data to an NFS or SMB/CIFS volume using an S3

access point.

Replicate on-premises data using an S3 access point

S3 access point enhancements in Storage

Several enhancements have been made to the S3 access point management capabilities in the Storage
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workload for NetApp Workload Factory. You can input network configuration details for your S3 access points

and add S3 access point tags. Additional enhancements include the ability to view S3 bucket details and

perform more actions for managing S3 access points.

S3 bucket details available in Storage

With metadata enabled for S3 access points, NetApp Workload Factory automatically scans your AWS S3

buckets and populates S3 tables to give you a clear snapshot of all objects, their metadata, attributes, and

tags. Access to these details helps you maintain control, visibility, and trust in the data you’re responsible for,

while reducing operational overhead.

View details for S3 access points in FSx for ONTAP file systems

Additional management operations for S3 access points

NetApp Workload Factory provides additional management operations for S3 access points. You can view

access point details, modify existing S3 access points, and add or remove S3 access point tags from the

NetApp Workload Factory interface, streamlining your object storage management tasks.

Manage S3 access points in NetApp Workload Factory

Well-architected analysis updates

Workload Factory analyzes your FSx for ONTAP file systems for the following configurations:

• Optimize cache volume size: checks whether volume autosize and scrubbing are enabled on cache

volumes to maintain optimal size and focus the cache on hot data for peak efficiency.

• Orphaned block devices: recommends archiving block device data or deleting a block device if it hasn’t

been used for seven consecutive days.

• Storage VM logical reporting: checks whether the default reporting setting for a storage VM is set to logical

which provides better visibility into storage usage at the volume level.

Additional cards for block devices

Three new cards have been added to the Block devices tab in the Storage workload to provide quick insights

into block device usage and protection status:

• Storage efficiencies: displays used and available storage capacity; used capacity is broken down by SSD

and capacity pool storage tiers.

• Protected devices: displays the percentage of block devices with snapshots, remote replication, NetApp

Autonomous Ransomware Protection (ARP/AI), and backups.

• Orphan devices: displays if any block devices haven’t been used for seven consecutive days, helping you

identify and manage unused resources effectively. From here, you can reclaim space for unused block

devices.

Support for initiator group creation and management

NetApp Workload Factory supports creating and managing initiator groups (igroups) for block storage in FSx

for ONTAP file systems. Initiator groups connect block devices (LUNs) to the compute resources that are

allowed to access them, providing a permission layer for block storage in SAN environments.

• Create an initiator group in NetApp Workload Factory
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• Manage existing initiator groups in NetApp Workload Factory

VMware workloads

Well-architected analysis for Amazon Elastic VMware Service

Workload Factory now provides automated well-architected analysis for your Amazon Elastic VMware Service

(EVS) environments. Daily scans identify configuration misalignments and offer detailed remediation

recommendations to help you maintain optimal operations, security, and cost efficiency.

Scans are performed using AWS APIs—no vSphere credentials or vCenter connectivity required. Results are

available in the new Well-architected status tab within your EVS environment details.

This release includes insights for:

• Instance stop/termination protection status: Identifies EVS nodes without EC2 stop or termination

protection. Stopping or terminating EVS nodes from the EC2 console can lead to virtual machine data

unavailability or data loss.

• Cluster node partition placement alignment: Detects partitioning misalignments that could result in

significant processing power loss or downtime if a partition fails within an AWS Availability Zone.

Each insight includes severity levels, detailed findings with impacted resource information, and step-by-

step remediation procedures based on AWS best practices.

Implement well-architected configurations

Setup and administration

Well-architected updates

NetApp Workload Factory includes the well-architected assessment for Elastic VMware Service (EVS)

workloads, and adds new configurations for Storage and Database workloads.

• VMware workloads

NetApp Workload Factory provides best practices and recommendations for operating well-architected

Amazon Elastic VMware Service (EVS) workloads.

Implement well-architected EVS configurations

• Storage workloads

Several new configurations have been added to well-architected feature in the Storage workload so that

you have more insight into storage performance and costs.

◦ Storage VM logical reporting

◦ Optimize cache volume size

◦ Orphaned block devices

Implement well-architected file system configurations for Storage workloads

• Database workloads

Workload Factory for Databases includes new storage configuration for Oracle for enabling and setting up

Direct NFS (dNFS) to improve I/O performance and decrease the load on the host and the storage system.

◦ dNFS enablement

4

https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/workload-fsx-ontap/manage-igroups.html
https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/workload-relnotes/view-evs-well-architected.html
https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/workload-vmware/view-evs-well-architected.html
https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/workload-fsx-ontap/improve-configurations.html


◦ dNFS consistent IP resolution

◦ dNFS configuration file

◦ dNFS nosharecache

Implement well-architected database workloads

New permissions for Storage

New permissions have been added to the Storage workload for enhancements to managing S3 access points.

Permissions reference change log

EDA workloads

Enhanced dashboard filtering with customizable tags

You can now configure up to five custom filters on the EDA dashboard based on your AWS tags. Each custom

filter includes a label name, AWS tag key, and a selection type (single or multi-selection).

Multi-selection allows you to select multiple values simultaneously, while single selection restricts you to one

value at a time. Custom filters appear in the order you configure them, making it easy to organize your most

frequently used filters.

If you don’t configure custom filters, the default filters (file system, volume type, and time range) remain

available so you can continue to view and interact with your dashboards.

Learn more about configuring custom filters.

Volume details view for granular performance analysis

The dashboard now offers two viewing modes: Total view and Volume view. The Total view displays

aggregated metrics across all volumes, while the Volume view shows individual performance for the top 10

volumes over time.

In Volume view, interactive hover tooltips provide detailed information for each volume, including volume name,

metrics, and time-specific values. When the same volumes appear across multiple components, consistent

color coding makes it easier to track specific volumes across different metrics.

Learn more about viewing volume details.

Latency analysis for proactive performance monitoring

Latency analysis enables you to monitor volume read and write latency across your FSx for ONTAP file

systems. You can configure customizable warning and critical event thresholds to proactively identify

performance bottlenecks before they impact your EDA workloads.

The latency events table displays all warning and critical events enabling you to monitor volume performance

and identify volumes that require optimization.

This feature requires AWS credentials and is accessible from the Latency menu in the EDA dashboard.

Learn more about latency analysis.
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04 January 2026

Amazon FSx for NetApp ONTAP

Well-architected analysis updates

Workload Factory analyzes your FSx for ONTAP file systems for the following configurations:

• NetApp Autonomous Ransomware Protection (ARP/AI) disabled includes block devices: checks whether

ARP/AI is disabled on block device volumes

• Cache relationship write mode: checks whether the write mode is optimal for the cache volume workload

• Unnecessary backup deletion: checks whether backups are outdated or unnecessary that can be deleted

to reduce costs

View the well-architected status of your FSx for ONTAP file systems

Ask me AI assistant home page integration

The Workload Factory console home page embeds the Ask me AI assistant, enabling you to ask questions

about your own storage estate, get personalized insights directly from your environment, and refer to previous

conversations. You can interact with Ask me to understand your workloads, troubleshoot issues, and learn

more about Workload Factory — all without leaving the console.

Use of IAM user principal in Lambda link resource-based permission policies

Lambda links that are used to connect between your Workload Factory account and one or more FSx for

ONTAP file systems to perform advanced ONTAP operations, now use the IAM user principal for resource-

based policy permissions. This change provides better alignment with industry best practices for AWS resource

access.

Analysis screen added for the AI analyzer for EMS events

A new Analysis screen has been added to the Storage menu. From this screen, you can use the AI analyzer

for FSx for ONTAP EMS events feature.

Block device enhancements in NetApp Workload Factory

The following enhancements have been made for block devices.

Block device creation

NetApp Workload Factory supports creating block devices using the iSCSI protocol on FSx for ONTAP file

systems so that you can better support your line of business (LOB) applications from the Workload Factory

console.

Block device management enhancements

NetApp Workload Factory includes the following enhancements for managing block devices. You can now

perform the following tasks from the Workload Factory console:

• Manage client access

• Archive block device data
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• Delete a block device

Support for ARP/AI on FlexVol volumes containing block devices

You can enable NetApp Autonomous Ransomware Protection with AI (ARP/AI) on FlexVol volumes that

contain block devices. Enabling ARP/AI detects ransomware attacks using AI and aids in data recovery.

Database workloads

Ask me AI assistant home page integration

The Workload Factory console home page embeds the Ask me AI assistant, enabling you to ask questions

about your own storage estate, get personalized insights directly from your environment, and refer to previous

conversations. You can interact with Ask me to understand your workloads, troubleshoot issues, and learn

more about Workload Factory — all without leaving the console.

VMware workloads

Ask me AI assistant home page integration

The Workload Factory console home page embeds the Ask me AI assistant, enabling you to ask questions

about your own storage estate, get personalized insights directly from your environment, and refer to previous

conversations. You can interact with Ask me to understand your workloads, troubleshoot issues, and learn

more about Workload Factory — all without leaving the console.

Setup and administration

Ask me AI assistant home page integration

The Workload Factory console home page embeds the Ask me AI assistant, enabling you to ask questions

about your own storage estate, get personalized insights directly from your environment, and refer to previous

conversations. You can interact with Ask me to understand your workloads, troubleshoot issues, and learn

more about Workload Factory — all without leaving the console.

EDA workloads

NetApp Workload Factory for Builders now NetApp Workload Factory for EDA

Workload Factory for Builders is now Workload Factory for EDA. The name change reflects the focus on

electronic design automation (EDA) workloads.

Workload Factory for EDA helps you optimize FSx for ONTAP across multiple file systems. You can optimize

for performance and reduce operational costs by automating storage parameters, analyzing performance

constraints, and get insights on EDA projects.

Workload Factory for EDA is designed to integrate with your Infrastructure as Code (IaC) frameworks.

Ask me AI assistant home page integration

The Workload Factory console home page embeds the Ask me AI assistant, enabling you to ask questions

about your own storage estate, get personalized insights directly from your environment, and refer to previous

conversations. You can interact with Ask me to understand your workloads, troubleshoot issues, and learn

more about Workload Factory — all without leaving the console.
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18 December 2025

Database workloads

Active Directory integration enhancements

Workload Factory for Databases includes three new Active Directory (AD) fields when deploying Microsoft SQL

Server using the Advanced create option. These enhancements let you to specify Active Directory join

preferences and use a managed service account.

The new AD fields are:

• Preferred Domain Controller

• Preferred Organizational Unit Path

• Target Active Directory Group

Deploy Microsoft SQL Server

04 December 2025

Amazon FSx for NetApp ONTAP

Support for AWS S3 access points for FSx for ONTAP

NetApp Workload Factory supports AWS S3 access points for your FSx for ONTAP file systems. You can

create volumes using S3 access points, assign S3 access points to an existing volume, and manage S3

access points from the Workload Factory console. Using an S3 access point, you can access file data residing

on SMB/CIFS or NFS volumes via the AWS S3 APIs. This allows you to integrate your existing data with

GenAI, ML, and analytics from AWS services that support S3 access points.

• Create a volume using S3 access points

• Manage S3 access points for a volume

27 November 2025

Amazon FSx for NetApp ONTAP

Block device support in NetApp Workload Factory

Manage your block devices more effectively with the newly introduced block device support in NetApp

Workload Factory. This feature allows you to view details and increase capacity for iSCSI LUNs, providing

enhanced flexibility for your storage needs.

Manage block devices in Workload Factory

Well-architected analysis updates

Workload factory analyzes your FSx for ONTAP file systems for the following configurations:

• Unnecessary snapshot deletion: checks whether volumes have outdated and unnecessary snapshots that

can be deleted to reduce costs.
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• FlexGroup volumes rebalance: checks whether FlexGroup volumes are evenly balanced across their

member volumes to ensure optimal performance.

View the well-architected status of your FSx for ONTAP file systems

AI analyzer for EMS events in NetApp Workload Factory

NetApp Workload Factory introduces an AI-powered analyzer for ONTAP Event Management System (EMS)

events. This feature helps you quickly identify and troubleshoot issues by providing insights and

recommendations based on the analysis of EMS event data.

Analyze EMS events in Workload Factory

Monitor cost and usage trends for FSx for ONTAP file systems

You can monitor cost and usage trends for your FSx for ONTAP file systems directly from the NetApp Workload

Factory console. This feature provides storage consumption and cost metrics as well as itemized costs,

helping you optimize your resource allocation and budget planning.

Track costs for FSx for ONTAP file systems in Workload Factory

Manage FSx tags for a file system in NetApp Workload Factory

Easily manage your FSx tags for a file system directly from the NetApp Workload Factory console. This feature

allows you to add, edit, or remove tags, enabling better organization and categorization of your FSx for ONTAP

file systems.

Manage FSx tags in Workload Factory

Adjust cache capacity for FSx for ONTAP file systems

You can increase and decrease capacity for cache volumes from the Workload Factory console.

Manage cache volumes in Workload Factory

Database workloads

Optimize savings in the Databases calculator for Amazon Elastic Block Store (EBS)

Two new calculator features improve the cost savings analysis when running multiple instances with EBS

storage so that you can save more by switching to FSx for ONTAP.

• Workload Factory provides a consolidated storage solution for several database hosts on one FSx for

ONTAP file system. This consolidation optimizes storage costs by reducing the number of file systems

required for multiple database hosts, leading to improved cost savings.

• Workload Factory analyzes your EBS performance usage and then suggests the best and most cost-

efficient FSx for ONTAP configuration.

Explore savings for detected EBS hosts

Excel report available for the well-architected dashboard

You can download an Excel report of the well-architected dashboard. The report provides the well-architected

status for the database resource and recommendations for all resource configurations, including sub-
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configurations for operating system and ONTAP.

Error log analyzer available for Oracle databases

The Agentic AI-powered error log analyzer is available for Oracle databases. The feature leverages advanced

machine learning algorithms to automatically detect and analyze errors in log files. This tool aims to streamline

the troubleshooting process by providing developers with actionable insights and recommendations based on

the patterns it identifies in the logs.

Learn more about the Agentic AI-powered error log analyzer

Well-architected analysis for Oracle

The well-architected analysis includes two new storage sizing configurations. The analysis assesses and fixes

configuration issues related to swap space allocation and file system headroom for existing Oracle database

deployments.

Implement well-architected database configurations in Workload Factory

VMware workloads

Calculate cost savings of migrating to Amazon Elastic VMware Service for specific regions

You can now explore the value of different deployment options for your cloud migration, optimize the efforts

invested in solution evaluation, and deep dive into solutions that have the potential to deliver value and savings

in the cloud.

You can also review the vCPU core savings that can be achieved by using FSx for ONTAP for an EVS

deployment.

Explore savings for Amazon Elastic VMware Service with NetApp Workload Factory

Setup and administration

Permissions update for Storage

The FSx for ONTAP EMS events analyzer uses the following Amazon Bedrock permissions in the operations

and remediation permission policy to fetch events data for the Storage workload.

• bedrock:ListInferenceProfiles

• bedrock:GetInferenceProfile

• bedrock:InvokeModelWithResponseStream

• bedrock:InvokeModel

Permissions reference change log
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https://docs.netapp.com/us-en/workload-setup-admin/permissions-reference.html#change-log


Legal notices

Legal notices provide access to copyright statements, trademarks, patents, and more.

Copyright

https://www.netapp.com/company/legal/copyright/

Trademarks

NETAPP, the NETAPP logo, and the marks listed on the NetApp Trademarks page are trademarks of NetApp,

Inc. Other company and product names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

https://www.netapp.com/company/legal/trademarks/

Patents

A current list of NetApp owned patents can be found at:

https://www.netapp.com/pdf.html?item=/media/11887-patentspage.pdf

Privacy policy

https://www.netapp.com/company/legal/privacy-policy/

Open source

Notice files provide information about third-party copyright and licenses used in NetApp software.

NetApp Workload Factory
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copyright may be reproduced in any form or by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including
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Software derived from copyrighted NetApp material is subject to the following license and disclaimer:

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY NETAPP “AS IS” AND WITHOUT ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED

WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY
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patent rights, trademark rights, or any other intellectual property rights of NetApp.
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LIMITED RIGHTS LEGEND: Use, duplication, or disclosure by the government is subject to restrictions as set

forth in subparagraph (b)(3) of the Rights in Technical Data -Noncommercial Items at DFARS 252.227-7013

(FEB 2014) and FAR 52.227-19 (DEC 2007).

Data contained herein pertains to a commercial product and/or commercial service (as defined in FAR 2.101)

and is proprietary to NetApp, Inc. All NetApp technical data and computer software provided under this

Agreement is commercial in nature and developed solely at private expense. The U.S. Government has a non-
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as provided herein, the Data may not be used, disclosed, reproduced, modified, performed, or displayed

without the prior written approval of NetApp, Inc. United States Government license rights for the Department

of Defense are limited to those rights identified in DFARS clause 252.227-7015(b) (FEB 2014).
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